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TAGS: UNESCO, AORG 

SUBJECT: BELGIAN RESOLUTION SUBMITTED TO UNESCO 
EXECUTIVE BOARD (EX BD) RE MEMBERSHIP IN REGIONAL GROUPS 

1. SUMMARY. DEPT HOPEFUL THAT UNESCO EX BD NOW MEETING 
IN PARIS WILL ADOPT BELGIAN RESOLUTION WHICH WILL PAVE WAY 
FOR ACTION BY NEXT GENERAL CONFERENCE (GC), IN FALL OF 1976, 

PUTTING INTO MOTION CORRECTION OF ONE OF ANTI-ISRAELI 
ACTIONS OF PREVIOUS (18TH) GC LAST FALL. LATTER PROVOKED 
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VIGOROUS PUBLIC REACTION THAT RESULTED IN CUTOFF OF U. S. 
FUNDS FOR UNESCO. PURPOSE OF THIS MESSAGE IS TO INFORM ALL 
ADDRESSEE POSTS, WHOSE HOST COUNTRIES ARE REPRESENTED ON 
EX BD. OF U. S. INTENTION TO PROVIDE STRONG SUPPORT FOR 
BELGIAN INITIATIVE ANDHTO URGE ACTION ADDRESSEE POSTS' 

HOST GOVTS. TO DO LIKEWISE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE UNESCO 18TH GC HELD IN PARIS LAST FALL ASSIGNED 

U. S. AND CANADA TO UNESCO EUROPEAN REGIONAL GROUP BUT 
REJECTED A SIMILAR REQUEST BY ISRAEL, LEAVING IT, IN 
EFFECT, ONLY UNESCO MEMBER UNASSIGNED TO ANY REGIONAL 
GROUP. AS A RESULT OF THIS AND OTHER GC ACTIONS, U. S. 
CONGRESS CUT OFF FUNDS FOR PAYMENT OF OUR ASSESSMENTS TO 
UNESCO UNTIL SUCH TIME AS PRESIDENT COULD CERTIFY THAT 
ORGANIZATION "HAS TAKEN CONCRETE STEPS TO CORRECT ITS 

RECENT ACTIONS OF A PRIMARILY POLITICAL CHARACTER." 

SINCE END OF 1974, THEREFORE, WE HAVE MADE NO PAYMENT 
TO UNESCO ON OUR CUMULATIVE OBLIGATIONS OF ABOUT $22 
MILLION, WITH CONSEQUENCE THAT WE WE WILL LOSE OUR VOTE 
IN NEXT GC (FALL OF 1976) UNLESS AT LEAST PARTIAL PAY- 
MENT IS MADE BEFORE THEN. (OUR EX BD VOTE IS NOT 
AFFECTED.) 

3. ALTHOUGH ONLY GC CAN MAKE REGIONAL GROUP ASSIGNMENTS, 
EX BD HAS CONSTITUTIONAL OBLIGATION TO MAKE RECOMMENDA- 
TION TO NEXT GC AS RESULT OF 18 GC’S DECISION TO "EXAMINE 

AT ITS NINETEENTH SESSION ANY OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS, 
TOGETHER WITH THE CASES OF STATES WHICH MAY BECOME 
MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZATION AFTER THE ADOPTION OF THIS 
RESOLUTION." MOREOVER, RECOMHEND ATION S OF THIS KIND BY 
EX BD HAVE OFTEN HAD A DECISIVE INFLUENCE ON THE GC. 

4. FOLLOWING IS UNOFFICIAL VERSION OF FRENCH TEXT OF 
BELGIAN RESOLUTION: 

A. "THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, RECALLING RESOLUTION 59.1 
ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL CONFERENCE AT ITS 13TH SESSION 
AND RESOLUTION 46.1 ADOPTED////ITS 18TH SESSION 
CONCERNING THE DEFINITION OF REGIONS WITH A VIEW TO THE 
EXECUTION OF REGIONAL ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE REPRESENTA- 
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TIVE CHARACTER OF STATES IS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR, 

B. CONSIDERING THAT BY ITS RESOLUTION 46.1 THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE, AT ITS 18TH SESSION, AFFIRMED THE FUNDA- 
MENTAL PRINCIPLE WHEREBY EVERY MEMBER STATE HAS THE RIGHT 
AND DUTY TO PARTICIPATE FULLY AND REGULARLY IN THE 
ORGANIZATION'S REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES,’ 
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AND EXPRESSED ITS DESIRE TO HELP'TO ENSURE THAT EVERY 
MEMBER STATE MAY EXERCISE THIS RIGHT AND PERFORM THIS 
DUTY,' 

C. CONSIDERING THAT BY THIS SAME RESOLUTION THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE DECIDED TO EXAMINE, AT ITS 19TH SESSION, 

ALL OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS, AS WELL AS THE CASES OF 
STATES WHICH MIGHT BECOME MEMBERS OF THE ORGANIZATION 
AFTER THE ADOPTION OF THE SAME RESOLUTION, 

D. RECALLING DECISION 4.2 BY WHICH THE EXECUTIVE BOARD, 

AT ITS 92ND SESSION, DECLARED ITSELF CONSCIOUS OF THE 
FACT THAT THE INCLUSION OF A MEMBER STATE IN A REGION 
WITH A VIEW TO ITS PARTICIPATION IN REGIONAL ACTIVITPES 
CANNOT BE OBTAINED WITHOUT THE BROAD CONSENT OF THE 
MEMBER STATES IN THE REGION CONCERNED,' 

E. RECOMMENDS TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE, AT ITS 19TH 
SESSION, THAT IT ASSIGN TO THE STATES ALREADY MEMBERS 
OF EACH OF THE DIFFERENT REGIONS BY VIRTUE OF GENERAL 
CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 13 C/5.91 AND 18 C/46.1, THE TASK 
OF COMPLETING THE LIST OF MEMBER STATES ENTITLED TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THEIR REGIONAL ACTIVITIES AS THE RESULT 
OF THE ABOVE CITED DECISIONS, BY TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
THE PRINCIPLES CITED IN THE DECISIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 
REFERRED TO ABOVE, 

F. INVITES IN THE INTERVAL (BEFORE THE 19TH GENERAL 
CONFERENCE) THE MEMBER STATES INTERESTED TO MAKE KNOWN IN 
REASONABLE TIME THE REGION IN WHOSE ACTIVITIES THEY WOULD 
LIKE TO PARTICIPATE." 

5. ALTHOUGH THERE IS NO ASSURANCE THAT CONGRESSIONAL 
RESTORATION OF FUNDS FOR UNESCO, WHICH DEPENDS ON MANY 
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FACTORS, WOULD FOLLOW FROM AFFIRMATIVE EX BD ACTION ON 
BELGIAN PROPOSAL, A POSITIVE RECOMMENDATION BY BOARD WHEN 
MATTER IS DISCUSSED NEXT WEEK WOULD INDICATE A CHANGE IN 
DIRECTION IN UNESCO AND COULD CONSTITUTE AN IMPORTANT 
FIRST STEP. 

6. DEPT IS REASONABLY OPTIMISTIC THAT BOARD WILL ADOPT 
BELGIAN RESOLUTION DESPITE FACT THAT MORE MEMBER STATES 
REPRESENTED ON PRESENT EX BD OPPOSED THAN SUPPORTED 
ISRAELI BID LAST FALL TO JOIN EUROPEAN GROUP. FINAL 

VOTE AT 18 GC WAS AS FOLLOWS: OPPOSED: BULGARIA, CHINA, 

CUBA, EGYPT, GDR, IRAN, MAURITANIA, SAUDI ARABIA, 

SPAIN, SYRIA, TUNISIA, UGANDA, USSR, YUGOSLAVIA; FOR: 

AUSTRIA, BELGIUM, CHILE, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY, 
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ITALY, JAMAICA, NORWAY, UK, U.S., URUGUAY; ABSTAINED OR 
ABSENT:ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, BRAZIL. COLOMBIA, DAHOMEY, 
FRANCE, GABON, GHANA, INDIA, JAPAN, KENYA, NEPAL, 
PHILIPPINES, TOGO, UPPER VOLTA, ZAIRE. 

7. ACTION EUR POSTS SHOULD INDICATE TO HOST GOVTS. THAT 
WE FULLY SUPPORT BELGIAN INITIATIVE AND ARE READY TO 
COSPONSOR IF BELGIANS AND OTHER EUROPEAN MEMBERS OF 
EX BD DESIRE US TO DO SO. 

8. INFO ADDRESSEE POSTS SHOULD TAKE NO ACTION AT THIS 
TIME BUT MAY DRAW ON FOREGOING TO ANSWER SPECIFIC 
QUESTIONS, AVOIDING ANY INDICATION THAT U.S. IS AUTHOR 
OF INITIATIVE ( WHICH IT IS NOT) OR THAT WE WANT TO GET 
OUT IN FRONT. INGERSOLL UNQUOTE INGERSOLL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** CONFIDENTIAL 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 SEP 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: Martin ML 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE232315 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: IO/UNESCO:RCHEATER 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: n/a 

Film Number: D750338-0891 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750997/aaaagxut.tel 

Line Count: 188 

Locator: TEXT ON MICROFILM, TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ORIGIN 10 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MartinML 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10 APR 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <24 SEP 2003 by MartinML> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CORRECTED> gwr 971022 

Subject: BELGIAN RESOLUTION SUBMITTED TO UNESCO EXECUTIVE BOARD (EX BD) RE MEMBERSHIP IN REGIONAL GROUPS 

TAGS: AORG, AORG, UNESCO 

To: BONN 

MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



